UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY-AFRICA NEWSLETTER

SPECIAL EDITION

The Alliance for African
Partnership host 6-part
dialogue to discuss the
impact of COVID-19 in
universities
By Taigu Muchiri

The Alliance for African Partnership (AAP) has organized a series of dialogues that
will run from April 29 – July 8, 2020 to discuss how to deal with and find solutions
to the challenges in higher education since the onset of COVID-19. The speakers
will include Vice Chancellors, researchers and other relevant staff at AAP
consortium universities, as well as representatives of the public and private sector,
funding partners, think tanks, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs),
among others. The series will be moderated by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Paul
Tiyambe Zeleza, who is also an AAP Advisory Board member.
The objectives of the proposed dialogue series are to: strengthen collaboration of
AAP consortium work during the crisis; catalyze dialogue and share research and
innovative thinking around key issues in the age of COVID-19; increase awareness
of African universities as knowledge brokers and leaders on the continent, ensure
that investment in universities post COVID-19 is on the agenda of African
governments, the private sector, and donors; establish a small group within the
AAP consortium to lead follow up actions; and identify funding opportunities that
will support identified activities.
The first installment of the series titled ‘COVID-19 Pandemic: Responses and
lessons learned from African universities’ was held on April 29, and the panelists
included Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe, Vice Chancellor, Makerere University, Prof.
Ibrahima Thioub, Rector, Cheik Anta Diop University, Prof. Rose Mwonya, Vice
Chancellor, Egerton University, Prof. David Norris, Vice Chancellor, University of
Botswana. The discussion provided overview of how several universities have
responded to the pandemic in terms of teaching and research, including their
contributions at the societal level, challenges presented by the pandemic and
provide solutions as the world continues to suffer from devastating effects of the
pandemic.
The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Paul Tiyambe Zeleza noted that the pandemic had
revealed glaring inequalities within institutions in terms of capabilities to handle
this crisis. “Most universities were not prepared in terms of infrastructural capacity
to conduct online and teaching, access to gadgets and internet for students and
faculty is still a challenge for most learning institutions in Africa,” he said. He added
that the crisis has also presented challenges of internalization, international
collaborations and the flow of international students citing that international
students were the most affected by the pandemic because they had to move back
home at a moment’s notice.
Prof. Nawangwe from Makere University admitted that they were not able to
transition online apart from the few courses that are designed as online courses.
But the university supporting hospitals by providing medical students and
supervisors to assist manage and fight the spread of the virus in Uganda. The
university was able to continue with research activities such as development of a
rapid diagnostic test kit for COVID-19, validation of non-WHO accredited tests,
develop and test low cost ventilators, and the development of the EpITent which
will be used as an isolation unit and a combined hospital for COVID-19 patients.
In Senegal, Prof. Ibrahima Thioub mentioned one intervention that has been
identified is the development of robots that will be used to deliver food to people
infected with the virus. At the University level, the medical and social welfare
institute that was responsible for the health and wellbeing at the university and
their role was to communicate measures put in place by the government to stem

the spread of COVID-19 on campus.
They also mobilized their social
anthropologists to assist the government to enhance communication on COVID-19
in the country. The School Science and Technology produces 6, 000 liters of alcohol
based gel daily for distribution to the community.
Prof. Rose Mwonya stated that the Department of Chemistry at Egerton University
embarked on producing hand sanitizers and face masks through the Department of
clothing and textiles. The university will be collaborating with the County
Government of Nakuru to ensure that they reach out to the community to ensure
that they have access to hand sanitizers and face masks.
The University of Botswana is working closely with telecommunications companies
to provide students with laptops and finalizing modalities of providing zero rated
tariffs for students in order for them to access online classes. In addition, the
university is providing clinical care specialists, specialized nurses, pharmacists,
critical care specialists, emergency physicians through the department of medicine
and health sciences to provide much needed care to patients in the teaching
hospital. It is working with the Ministry of Health to provide psychosocial care for
all who need these services through psychologists, social workers. In addition,
they have partnered with the Ministry of Health to develop a dashboard to monitor
and manage the spread of the virus using 3 software tools. The university is also
producing face shields, sanitizers, masks, and a prototype ventilator to help
alleviate the burden of the pandemic in the country. The university is also focusing
on research areas by exploring options for COVID-19 testing in order to increase
testing capacity to 3, 000 tests per day.
Other dialogues will discuss the economic, food security and livelihoods impact of
COVID-19 in Africa and will be held on May 27; on June 10, the dialogue will
highlight potential challenges of student recruitment in the age of COVID-19; on
June 24, the panelists will explore the psychosocial impact of COVID-19 on
university faculty and students; and the final dialogue will be held on July 8, that will
show the impact of COVID-19 in Africa by exploring the opportunities for
partnership and engagement.
AAP seeks to promote sustainable, effective, and equitable long-term partnerships
among African institutions, Michigan State University, and other international
collaborators. It strives to build networks across all sectors (universities, NGOs,
government, and private sector) to engage with development challenges that fall
within six thematic areas which include agri-food systems, water, energy, and the
environment, culture, youth empowerment, education, health and nutrition. AAP is
a consortium of 11 universities – Michigan State University (MSU) in the United
States; Egerton University in Kenya; Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural
Resources in Malawi; Makerere University in Uganda; Université des Lettres et des
Sciences Humaines de Bamako in Mali; United States International
University-Africa in Kenya; Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Senegal; University of
Botswana; University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania; University of Nigeria, Nsukka;
and the University of Pretoria in South Africa.
The media partner for the dialogue series is University World News (UWN) to
increase awareness of the event and engage a wider audience to participate.
Additional reporting by University World News
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USIU-Africa alumnus published in prestigious journal
By Brenda Odhiambo and Kevin Mudavadi

USIU-Africa alumnus, Jimmy Ochieng (MA in Communication, Class of 2019) has in
conjunction with Dr. Kioko Ireri, been published in the International Journal of
Press/ Politics. Their study, titled ‘Politicians in Newspaper News: Who Attracts
Coverage in Kenyan Politics’ examines the coverage of 349 Kenyan politicians in
four English national newspapers (Daily Nation, The Standard, People Daily, and
The Star) between 2013 and 2017.
Within the contexts of media coverage based on news values, and reporting as a
mirror of political reality, the study investigates whether gender, tribe, party size,
seniority, committee or party leadership, commenting on corruption and
devolution, and criticizing the government predicted the visibility of members of
parliament (MPs) in newspaper news. Findings show that seniority, committee or
party leadership, commenting on devolution and corruption, and criticizing
government emerged as the main predictors of the parliamentarians’ coverage in
news media. You can find more of this study on: https://rb.gy/ck2xyu
Last year, Jimmy was published in the Oxford Handbook of Kenyan Politics, where
he co-authored a chapter titled ‘East Africa: Regional Politics and Dynamics’, with
Walter O. Oyugi, a retired Professor of Political Science and Public Administration
at University of Nairobi. Focusing on Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, the authors
point out that the three countries inherited similar political systems and all
governance institutions at the sub-territorial level operated in line with centrally
determined guidelines.
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Jimmy Ochieng, from the 2019 MA Communications class. He has been
published in the International Journal of Press/ Politics and in the Oxford
Handbook of Kenyan Politics.

Congratulations, Jimmy!

School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences carries out
orientation for new cohort of students
By Dr. Ermias Terefe

On Wednesday, May 6, the School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (SHSS)
carried out an orientation for the incoming cohort of students who would begin
their studies in the Summer Semester. A total of 30 Bachelor of Pharmacy and 6
Epidemiology and Biostatistics students attended the session, which was carried
out via Zoom.
During the session, Prof. Francis Ndemo (Dean, SHSS), took students through an
overview of the profession, as well as highlighting the different professional paths
that students could take after the completion of their studies.
Similarly, Chairs of departments briefed students on the kind of courses managed
and offered by the respective departments, the level of commitment expected from
students, the resources available in the different laboratories and the contact
details of faculty and staff in their department.
Speaking during the session, Prof. Ndemo urged the students to use their time in
school to make a difference in the world, especially with the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.
“We are currently going through a difficult time globally, which has highlighted the
need for highly trained health personnel. I urge you to ensure that you spend your
time here to ensure that you are at the frontlines of the significant developments
happening in the health sector,” he said.
The orientation, which was carried out over a period of two weeks for both
Graduate and Undergraduate students, marks the first time that the University has
carried out this exercise online.
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A previous pharmacy class in session.
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The Global Agribusiness Management and
Entrepreneurship (GAME) Center to host online
discussions with Agribusiness SMEs
By Salome Asena
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread in Africa, many governments have
begun to tighten borders, restrict gatherings and close schools. The crisis has
already fundamentally changed people’s lives not just with regards to public health
but in terms of politics, the economy, public services, and much more.
According to the Food and Agricultural Organization, it is anticipated that there will
be disruptions in April and May. For example restrictions of movement will slowly
reduce farming and food processing, there will be a shortage of fertilizers,
veterinary medicines and other input could affect agricultural production in Kenya
and in the world (International Finance Corporation, 2020).
As part of its efforts to assist small businesses to reposition and protect
themselves during the COVID-19 pandemic, the USIU-Africa Global Agribusiness
Management and Entrepreneurship (GAME) Center has scheduled free online
discussions with Agribusiness SMEs both locally and globally. Theses interactive
sessions will provide a platform for Agribusiness SMEs to share their survival
tactics during these uncertain times which include support food safety
assessments, staff training, and guidance attaining international certification. The
main aim of the webinar is to;
• Create a network of Agribusiness SMEs that leverage on technologies to enable
the interface between supply and demand, which would be of great value to
highly perishable goods (like fruit, vegetables, fish and aquatic products).
•

Explore ways to improve food safety by helping agribusiness SME’s to
understand client’s needs, meeting market requirements, attract investment,
realize cost savings, and strengthen their brands.

• Create a network of Agribusiness professionals working in donor organizations,
national and county government, academia that can share professional and
technical advice to agribusiness SMEs

• Collect real time data from participants of the impact of the pandemic on their
enterprises with a hope of partnering with Universities, Agribusiness Research
Institutions to offer entrepreneurs the best practices that they can adopt now
and in future
The online Agribusiness Webinars will be delivered in English and will be offered
twice a week, Mondays and Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Social Science Research Council and the African
Academy of Sciences announce grant opportunities
in Social Sciences for COVID-19
By Taigu Muchiri

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) in partnership with Henry Luce
Foundation announced a call for proposals from across the social sciences and
related fields that address the social, economic, cultural, psychological, and
political impact of Covid-19 in the United States and globally, as well as responses
to the pandemic’s wide-ranging effects. The SSRC’s COVID-19 Rapid-Response
Grants supports innovative research projects that deploy remote research
methods to shed light on both the short and potential long-term effects of
COVID-19 across a range of issues. The deadline for application is June 1.
For more details, visit
https://covid19research.ssrc.org/rapid-response-grants-on-covid-19-and-the-soc
ial-sciences/
The African Academy of Sciences (AAS) together with Sida (Sweden), Wellcome
Trust, and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have called on African scientists to
prioritize the Research and Development (R&D) needs of the COVID-19 outbreak

for the continent. The deadline for application is June 30, 2020. For more details,
visit
https://www.aasciences.africa/calls/funding-covid-19-research-development-goal
s-africa.
In the current context of the pandemic, social sciences scholars have had to
grapple with a series of questions regarding how to explain but also to innovate on
solutions that would inform policy and related policy actions by governments,
intergovernmental organizations, donors and related players. The questions that
social scientists are grappling with include the restrictions put in place such as
physical distancing and their impact on the quality of human interactions, the
mechanisms of working from home, measuring the impact on livelihoods broadly
brought about by disruptions in the global supply chain, modalities of the ‘new
normal’ and how it will look like post COVID-19.
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